Sociology/Women’s Studies 4105
Women and Sociological Theory – 2005/06

Dr. P. Wakewich

1st Term – Précis Assignments
During the first semester you will write précis (or analytical reviews) of two assigned readings.  The first précis is due in-class on October 27, the second on November 29. Each précis is worth 10% of your final grade.

Format – Your review should be 5-6 pages in length. Begin with a brief summary of the author’s main argument (1 page maximum). The remainder of your paper should be your analysis of the author’s construction of her/his argument, the evidence provided, its persuasiveness and its relevance to sociological theorizing on women.

Be sure to illustrate your argument with specific examples (evidence) from the article appropriately cited. Follow a standard sociological reference format, i.e. that in Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology or Sociology.

Reading selection for 1st précis: Either Smith, D. “Writing Women’s Experience into Social Science” or  Smith, D. “Femininity as Discourse” RESERVE READINGS
Reading selection for 2nd précis: Either Clement, W. and  J. Miles, “Filling the Empty Places: Class, Gender and Postindustrialism” or Andersen, M.  and P. Hill Collins,  “Shifting the Centre and Reconstructing Knowledge.” RESERVE READINGS
Some questions to help guide your analysis:

1) How does the author define or conceptualize gender?

2) Does s/he think that gender is significant in our experience of the social world? Why or why not?
3) In what way does s/he see gender as having an impact on sociological theory/methods?

4) How does the author propose refining sociological theory and/or methods to take account of gender?

